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SPEED LIMITS 
1. Slow – no wake speed within 100 feet of the shoreline, any watercraft, pier, 
person, raft, swimming area, and swimmers. 
2. Maximum speed 55 m.p.h. in all water unless otherwise regulated. 
3. Michigan law states that a person operating a vessel shall operate it in a careful and 
prudent manner and at such a rate of speed so as not to unreasonably endanger the life 
or property of any person. A person shall not operate a vessel at a rate of speed greater 
than will permit him, in the exercise of reasonable care, to bring the vessel to stop within 
an assured clear distance ahead. 
4. A person shall not operate a vessel in a manner so as to unreasonably interfere with 
other persons lawfully using Michigan’s water resources. 
SLOW – NO WAKE !  Means operating at a very slow speed in order to minimize the 
wake created by your vessel. 
 
DISTANCE BETWEEN PERSONS BEING TOWED AND OTHER OBJECTS 
Vessels and persons being towed on water skis, water sleds, etc. shall maintain a 
distance of 100 foot from any dock, raft, buoyed or occupied bathing areas, or 
vessels moored or at anchor, except when the vessel is proceeding at a slow-no wake 
speed or when water skiers are being picked-up or dropped off. 
 
COUNTER-CLOCKWISE OPERATIONS 
Persons operating vessels shall operate in a counter-clockwise fashion when it 
reasonably possible. 

 
 
OPERATION OF VESSELS 
1. Sailboats have the right-of-way to motorboats while they are under sail power. 
2. Motorboats shall give way to non-motorized vessels. 
3. When two vessels are approaching each other head-on, or nearly so, the operator of 
each shall cause his vessel to pass on the port (left) side of the other (i.e. keep the 
approaching boat to your left). 
4. When overtaking a vessel proceeding in the same direction, the operator of the 
overtaking vessel, unless it is not feasible to do so, shall pass on the port (left) side of 
the vessel ahead (i.e. keep the overtaken boat to your right). 

 



 
5. When two vessels are approaching each other at right angles or obliquely so as to 
involve risk of collision, the operator of the vessel which has the other on his own port 
(left) side shall hold his course and speed, and the operator of the vessel which has the 
other on his own starboard (right) side shall give way to the other by directing his course 
to starboard so as to cross the stern of the other vessel or, if necessary to do so, shall 
slacken his speed, stop or reverse. 
 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR VESSEL WAKE 
The owner of any vessel is personally responsible for any damage to life or property 
resulting from a wake or swell created by the negligent operation of the vessel, where 
the vessel is being operated with his consent. 
Always maintain safe speeds and follow no-wake laws. 
  
DISTANCE FROM SCUBA DIVER’S FLAG 
A vessel shall not be operated within 200 feet of a buoyed diver’s flag unless it is 
involved in tendering 
the diving operation. A person diving shall stay within a surface area of 100 feet of a 
diver’s flag. 
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